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Minutes of Annual Meeting of Kingsley Parish Council held at 7:00pm on 26 May 2021 at 
Kingsley Community Centre, 24 Smithy Lane, Kingsley, Frodsham, WA6 8ED. 

Present: Cllrs Critchley (Chairman), Crossley, Warburton, Moores.


In Attendance: Mr Luke Trevaskis (Proper Officer) and five members of the public. Cllr Pownall 
participated via Zoom, in additional to a representative from Torus Housing, and a member of the 
public.


Minute 21.065 Chairman


Cllr Critchley was duly elected.

Minute 21.066 Vice Chairman


Cllr Crossley was duly elected.

Minute 21.065 Apologies 


Cllr Fletcher.

Minute 21.066 Declarations of Interest 


None.

Minute 21.067 Public Participation  

The owner of Catton Hall Farm spoke to the application for a certificate of 
lawful development, advising there had been unrestricted use of the facilities 
for over ten years with no shoots taking place after 4pm or exceeding twelve 
Sundays per year. The operation is a family business and not leased to a third 
party, and the company strive to use quieter cartridges to help reduce noise 
pollution as much as practicable. 

Minute 21.068 Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.
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Minute 21.069 Higher Heyes 

It was reported that Torus have been advertising the Shared Ownership 
properties to those with a local connection to Kingsley since 13 January 2021. 


Interest in the properties has been steady, however issues were being 
experienced in relation to lenders and mortgage availability. 


The Affordable Housing Statement for the development was initially drafted to 
include restricted stair casing at 80%. However, purchasers have been 
experiencing difficulties sourcing a mortgage due to this restriction.


Torus have been investigating a solution to resolve the matter and have 
approached solicitors and requested their advice.


There is an alternative solution which would enable Torus to retain the 
properties for affordable housing in perpetuity whilst at the same time 
increasing the number of lenders available to purchasers. This would be 
through a Rural Repurchase Scheme.


The Rural Repurchase Scheme would remove the 80% restriction and enable 
purchasers to source a mortgage from all 22 lenders currently offering Shared 
Ownership products. 


This would mean when a purchaser staircases to 100%, and wishes to see 
their property, Torus would repurchase the property and remarked it on a 
Shared Ownership bases. Where the purchaser has staircases to 100% the 
freehold would remain with Torus to enable control of the process.


Cheshire West and Chester Council have been approached regarding the 
issue and the proposed solution. 


The advertising cascade has temporarily been stalled to extend the period of 
time for local residents to apply and secure a property under the new 
proposal.


Properties will be re-advertised at Tier 1 so everybody is provided with a 
further opportunity to apply. Existing applicants will also be approached once 
again and offered the same opportunity. 


There will be no ground rent or additional charges.


Minute 21.070 St John’s Time Capsule


It was confirmed that the headteacher had been advised of the opportunity to 
bury the time capsule in the playing field and it was understood a resident had 
been identified to produce the stone marker. 



Minute 21.071 Cemetery  

It was noted the works to the flagpole had been completed along with the 
repairs to the timber on the boardroom porch.


It is understood due to pressures of sourcing materials, the cement is currently 
proving difficult to obtain for the cemetery path and the contractor has 
advised the works will not commence prior to July. 


Minute 21.072 Village Environment - Artwork Project


It was noted that an artist had been identified and a wildflower theme is being 
considered. The wall is 6-8 metered in length and some weeding is required 
prior to commencement. 


Paint donations will be requested and local schoolchildren will be involved.


The Council resolved to approve a budget of £400 for the project. 


The Council discussed a ‘phase two’ project to consider a landscaping 
scheme around the co-op car park which could do with some improvement. 


A suggestion was made to approach the gardening club.


Minute 21.073 Financial Regulations


It was resolved to adopt the updated Financial Regulations.

Minute 21.074 Finance


The Council resolved to accept the end of year accounts, budget report, 
transaction list and approved the list of scheduled payments.


The Council approved the payment of £1,520 to Kingsley Landscapes for the 
works to the flagpole base, stairs, and boardroom porch.

Minute 21.075 Personnel Committee 

The Council resolved to approve the Terms of Reference.

Minute 21.076 Planning 

The Council reviewed the below applications and considered submissions:


i. 21/01343/FUI - 45 Top Road (no objection)

ii. 20/01299/FUL - Beech Farm (no objection)

iii. 21/01399/LDC - Catton Hall Farm (some concerns noted from public re noise 

and contamination caused by paint in woods and discarded shooting 
paraphernalia)


iv. 21/01654/S73 - Land at Crow Wood Cottage (no objection)



Minute 21.077 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that the Council had made good progress in the last 
year despite the pandemic and there were a number of projects that could 
now be completed when restrictions are to be relaxed with a new Proper 
Officer in position.

Minute 21.078 S101 Delegation 

Owing to the change in remote meeting legislation as of 7 May 2021, the 
Council was able to consider delegating its powers to an officer should it wish 
to continue to meet remotely. The Council approved to delegate its powers to 
the Proper Officer, subject to council consultation. All statutory obligations of 
the Council to still be presented at face-to-face meetings. 

Minute 21.079 Next Meeting 

The Council noted the date of the next meeting.


